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ADOPTED ENFORCEMENT POLICY

1.
INTRODUCTION
1.1
One of Hull & Goole Port Health Authority's stated aims is to create and maintain a clean, safe and attractive environment to promote and protect the health, safety and welfare of its residents.

1.2
The Authority will seek to achieve this aim partly by enforcement of its powers to control air pollution from installations under the legal provisions.

1.3
The objective of this document is to detail, for the operators of such installations, the decision framework which the Authority will apply in deciding what, if any, of its enforcement powers to exercise in enforcing the legal provisions.
2.
GENERAL PRINCIPLES


2.1
The Authority will seek to carry out its legal powers and duties efficiently and effectively, in a way which is open, clear and helpful to business and in accordance with the Regulators’ Compliance Code published by the Better Regulation Executive. 

2.2
The Authority will endeavour to communicate the Regulatory requirements to business clearly and in plain English, and will distinguish between advice and legal requirements.


2.3
The Authority will endeavour to ensure that business does not unnecessarily expose itself to enforcement action through lack of information or understanding, and that formal enforcement action does not come as a surprise to business.


2.4
The Authority will endeavour to discuss fully with business any compliance    failures or difficulties, and undertakes to give full consideration to the views of business before exercising any of the enforcement powers available to it.


2.5
The Authority affirms its commitment to achieving consistent, balanced and fair enforcement of the legal provisions.  To achieve this, regard will be had to the Regulations and the Secretary of State's appropriate Guidance Notes. 


2.6
The Authority will ensure that all authorised officers are fully acquainted with the requirements of this policy, and are appropriately trained.


2.7
The Authority will endeavour to ensure that resources are targeted effectively according to risk, that there is an appropriate interpretation of the BAT principle, and the appropriate Guidance Notes, in order to ensure that undue demands are not placed on any business sector.


2.8
In coming to any decision as to which is the appropriate form of action regard will be had to this policy document, and in particular the following criteria:-


-
the gravity of the offence


-
the attitude and past performance of the offender


-
confidence in management and the robustness of the systems in place to ensure compliance.


-
the likely effectiveness of the various enforcement options


-
the consequences of non compliance 



-
the public interest


2.9
The ultimate sanction of prosecution will normally only be contemplated if the Authority is satisfied that it has done all that it can to secure compliance by other means, or where:


-
there is risk of serious pollution of the environment or harm to health 


-
there is a blatant disregard of responsibilities under legislation, or Permit conditions


-
the offence is of such gravity that other forms of action are inappropriate


2.10
The Authority will seek to achieve the above objectives by means of the decision framework described in the following chapters, which detail the enforcement action considered appropriate in the circumstances described.  Departures from the decision framework will only be made in exceptional circumstances and following discussion with an appropriate senior officer.

DECISION FRAMEWORK

1.
PROMOTING AWARENESS OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE REGULATIONS

1.1
The Authority will seek out businesses operating installations without a Permit 
under the Regulations. 

Where a company is suspected of operating, whether knowingly or not, an installation which requires a Permit, the Authority will make that company aware of the fact and, depending upon the circumstances, request relevant information either informally, or by formal notice (see 10) and, dependent on the information received, write to the company and invite them to make an application, within 14 days or such other longer time as is agreed.

The company will be given information and advice as to the legal requirements, technical guidance, the potential effects of emissions on the environment and the need to adopt BAT.

2.
PROCESSING APPLICATIONS

2.1
The Authority will only determine Duly Made applications that satisfy the formal requirements, and which are supported by sufficient additional information as may be requested.

All applicants approaching, or approached by, the Authority will be given advice and guidance on making an application, together with the opportunity to discuss a draft application prior to submission.  In the case of an existing process each application will be followed by a formal site inspection to view the whole process.

Further information may be requested prior to the determination of the application by the Authority serving a notice under Regulation 60. 


2.2.
The Authority will determine all applications within the determination period   laid down by the Secretary of State. 

The Authority will endeavour to decide Permit applications for 'New' installations within 4 months.  If either party requires an extension to the determination period this can be done by agreement in writing.


2.3
The Authority will issue Permits with conditions that are clear, concise and enforceable.

All Permits will be initially issued in draft form and the operator will be given 21 days to query the suitability or meaning of the conditions.

The Authority will respond to operators' concerns on draft conditions within 7 days, and will make every effort to resolve those concerns, including by means of consultation with Defra, and other relevant bodies, where appropriate.

The conditions will be drafted taking full account of the Secretary of State's Process Guidance Note(s) most aptly fitting the installation and the way it is operated.  Where an installation needs to be Permitted by virtue of the definitions given under the Regulations, but no appropriate guidance note exists, agreement will be reached with the operator as to the most appropriate note(s) to use.

Permits will be accompanied by clear guidance on the operator's right of appeal to the Secretary of State.


2.4
Permit conditions will make operators aware of what actions they are required to carry out, either with immediate effect or at some future date.

Conditions may either come immediately into force or may require the operator   to undertake or commence specific actions at some time in the future.

3.
COMPLIANCE MONITORING

3.1
The Authority's inspector will make regular routine site visits to inspect installations and discuss any matters arising with the operator.


The Authority's inspector will carry out a risk assessment to determine how many 
routine site visits are required for each particular installation.  Visits will usually 
be made following prior appointment with the operator.

The inspector may wish to inspect the whole of the installation operation or certain aspects of particular interest on that occasion.


3.2
The Authority's inspector will make such random inspections of installations as deemed necessary, and at such times as are considered appropriate.
The Authority's inspector will, from time to time, carry out observations and inspections, and make such records as considered necessary to assess the operator's performance in complying with Permit conditions and any potential adverse affects on the amenity of the neighbourhood.


3.3
The Authority will respond to complaints arising from neighbours of the site, or other concerned parties, relating to the operation of an installation.(ref: POL/1 – The Authority’s Pollution Complaints Procedure).
All complaints concerning emissions to the air from an installation will be investigated to confirm whether there is a genuine cause for complaint and that the source of the emission is, or is likely, to be arising from the process site.


3.4
Where the Authority is of the opinion, by virtue of a site visit, inspection of complaint, that non-permitted emission is arising from an installation the operator will be required to investigate, locate and remedy the cause.

The Authority will, normally, initially contact the operator verbally, on-site or   by telephone, of its opinion and require immediate action to be taken to remedy the problem.

The Authority will then consider whether or not there has been any breach of the Permit conditions, whether the problem has arisen from an unforeseen accident or cause, and whether any variations to the Permit conditions are required.


3.5
If in an inspector's opinion, an installation is being carried on in such a manner as to involve an imminent risk of serious pollution of the environment, then the Authority's inspector will enter premises at any time and exercise his powers under Section 108 of the Environment Act 1995. 

If an imminent risk of serious pollution is perceived the Authority's inspector will enter the site and make any necessary investigations.  The inspector's investigations may include the interviewing of any Director, Manager or employee, the taking of photographs or video films, seizure of articles or the examination of plant, equipment or records, and may result in formal action being taken (see 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11).

4.
COMMUNICATION

4.1
The Authority will endeavour to communicate any changes in legislation or guidance to all operators as required.

The Government or Defra will, from time to time, amend legislation and/or guidance notes and the Authority recognise the importance of communicating such changes to operators at the earliest opportunity. (ref: DC/1- the Authority’s Document Control Policy).

4.2
The Authority will endeavour to communicate information relating to new technologies in abatement or monitoring equipment.


Whilst respecting commercially sensitive information relating to individual operators, the existence of newly developed techniques that represent BAT for particular industry sectors, developed either by individual operators or commercial suppliers, will be made known to other operators in that sector.


The Authority will not, however, recommend as a matter of preference any particular commercial supplier or product but will expect operators to investigate the appropriateness of all available technologies in achieving the BAT objective.


4.3
All communications from the Authority will be clear, concise and unambiguous.

Whether a communication is by way of information, informal enforcement or legal notice the Authority will endeavour to use, so far as is possible, plain English to ensure that the recipients are in no doubt as to the meaning and clearly understand what action, if any, is required.

5.
PAYMENT OF FEES

5.1
Normally applications for Permits will be discussed with the applicant prior to the application being submitted.  The applicant will then be asked to submit a draft application.  When this is accepted the applicant will be asked to submit a formal application together with the appropriate fee.  Following this a "duly made" letter will be sent by the Authority to the applicant.


5.2
The Authority will request payment in respect of the Annual Subsistence Fee promptly on 1 April each year.


5.3
The Authority will follow a similar procedure with regard to Variation applications under Regulation 20.

6.
WORKING RELATIONSHIPS

6.1
The Authority will, so far as is possible for an Enforcing Authority, endeavour to foster a good working relationship with operators.

The Authority recognises the practical and financial implications of the legislation on operators and the need for a spirit of co-operation to enable the operators to develop a sensible business strategy for the achievement of BAT.


6.2
The Authority will, in the majority of cases, inform operators informally, in writing, of actual or potential breaches of Permit conditions or other requirements. 

As part of the envisaged good working relationship, the Authority will seek to remedy technical or minor infringements without resorting to formal or legal action and will seek the co-operation of the operator in writing.

In the event of an operator failing to comply with Permit conditions the Authority will bring this to the operator's attention by means of an informal letter.  This will state which conditions have been contravened and how.  The letter will inform the operator that legal proceedings may be instituted if the operator fails to ensure compliance with the stated conditions within the time limit specified.  Where possible the time limit will be agreed with the operator.

Such informal enforcement relies on goodwill and co-operation but operators will be reminded of the consequences of failing to secure compliance which could result in Enforcement, Prohibition, Revocation or Prosecution (see 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11). Operators should be aware that legal proceedings may result if Permit conditions are blatantly disregarded.

7.
ENFORCEMENT NOTICES

7.1
The Authority will exercise its powers under Regulation 36 by serving formal Enforcement Notices where necessary.

Whilst wishing to foster a good working relationship operators should be in no doubt that if the appropriate response to the Authority's informal approach is not forthcoming, then the Authority will either issue formal Enforcement Notices, or institute legal proceedings as deemed appropriate.

Enforcement Notices will normally be accompanied by an explanatory letter stating why such action has been taken and will be comprised of a legal notice and detailed schedule.

Enforcement Notices will, in accordance with Regulation 36, specify what, in the opinion of the Authority is constituting the breach, what is required to rectify the situation and the timescale within which it should be achieved.

The decision to issue an Enforcement Notice should be seen by the operator as a final warning that further lack of appropriate response will result in prosecution (see 11).  The decision to issue a notice will only be taken on the basis of evidence collected by the Authority's inspector.

8.
SUSPENSION NOTICES

8.1
The Authority will exercise its powers under Regulation 37 by serving Suspension Notices, on part or all of an installation, where the inspector is satisfied that there is an actual or imminent risk of serious pollution of the environment.

The use of Suspension Notices is considered by the Authority to be an emergency measure to prevent serious pollution occurring, or continuing, and to promote immediate remedial action by the operator.  It need not relate to a breach of Permit conditions.  A Suspension Notice will take immediate effect and stop the operation of part, or all of the installation, until such time as the Authority is satisfied that the risk has been abated.  Such notices will normally be served, by hand, on the most senior representative or the operator on site at the time and a copy will be served on the Company Secretary or Director by post.

The Authority's inspector will take such steps as are deemed necessary to ensure immediate effect of the notice by visiting the site and, if necessary, exercising powers under the Regulations.  The operator will be made fully aware, both in the notice and verbally, of the reasons for the notice being served and the steps required to remedy the situation.

The operator should note that failure to comply with a Suspension Notice will normally result in prosecution (see 11).

As an alternative to a Suspension Notice, if, in the opinion of the Authority's inspector, the operation of an installation involves an imminent risk of serious pollution, he may arrange for steps to be taken for the risk to be removed.  These steps may be taken at the operator's expense or recovered from the operator.

9.
REVOCATION NOTICES

9.1
The Authority may exercise its powers under Regulation 22 or by serving a notice Revoking the Permit and rendering the continued operation of the installation unlawful, where the operator fails to pay the appropriate Annual Subsistence Fee, or where an installation for which a Permit is in force has not been carried on for a period of 12 months.

Where an operator, after being served with a reminder, fails to pay the annual subsistence fee the Authority may issue a Revocation Notice under Regulation 22.  There is a right of appeal under Regulation 31.

Where it is believed that an installation has not been operated for a period of 12 months, the Authority may issue a Revocation Notice under the Regulations.  The operator would, in this case, have a right of appeal (see 12).

10.
REQUESTING INFORMATION

10.1
The Authority will exercise its powers under Regulation 60 by serving formal 
notices requesting information to be provided where it considers it has 
reasonable grounds for doing so.
Where the Authority suspects, for whatever reason, that a prescribed process may be being carried out at any premises, a formal notice will be served.  The notice will require information to determine whether or not the process requires a Permit.

It will specify what information is required, the form it is required in and the timescale within which it is required.  If, on the basis of the information supplied, the installation is deemed to require a Permit the operator will be advised accordingly and invited to make an application (see 1).  The operator should note that failure to comply with such a notice may result in prosecution (see 11).

11.
PROSECUTION

11.1
The Authority may exercise its powers to prosecute offenders by virtue of the Act where there is a contravention of the legal requirements of the Regulations. 

Where informal or formal action have failed to secure the appropriate response of an operator, or the operator has shown a blatant disregard for the legal requirements of the Regulations, or any Permit condition, then the Authority will consider prosecution, taking into account the following factors:-


(i)
the gravity of the offence


(ii)
the attitude and past performance of the offender


(iii)
the robustness of the systems in place to ensure compliance


(iv)
the public interest

Where it is considered that prosecution would probably be successful but, taking into account the above factors it is considered to be inappropriate, the Home Office Simple Caution Procedure (HO. Circular 59/1990) will be adopted, subject to the operator admitting the offence, in writing, and agreeing to be cautioned.  Such a caution would be registered against the operator and may be cited in any subsequent legal proceedings.

12.
APPEALS

12.1
The Authority will advise operators on the procedures for making an appeal under the Regulations. 

Where an operator is considering an appeal the Authority would wish to enter into meaningful discussions to endeavour to resolve the matter to mutual satisfaction.

When the operator wishes to proceed with the appeal the Authority will give advice on the correct procedure to be adopted.  In order to minimise costs, the Authority will normally agree to the appeal being considered by the Secretary of State on the basis of written submissions.  However, where an appeal relates to matters of public concern, or the evidence is such that it needs contesting in public, the Authority may request a public hearing.

13.
STATUTORY NUISANCE

13.1
Constituent authorities will use powers under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 in relation to Statutory Noise Nuisances arising from a process but not related to emissions of prescribed substances (e.g. dust).  The provisions of Part I of the Act do not relate to noise nuisance which, whilst arising from the operation of the process, does not constitute an emission of a prescribed substance.  Excessive noise can constitute a Statutory Nuisance however and render the operator liable to enforcement action by way of an Abatement Notice.

                        Complaints of alleged Statutory Nuisance under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 should be addressed to the Chief Port Health Inspector in the first instance.
Initially a duly authorised officer of the Authority and/or constituent authorities would make the operator aware of the problem and informally request steps to be taken to remedy the problem by the adoption of Best Practicable Means.

A site-specific Dust Management Plan can be very useful and is recommended (see Guidance below).

An Abatement Notice may be served by constituent authorities if informal requests fail to secure an appropriate response, and this would specify the action to be taken and the timescale within which it should be achieved.  Failure to comply with the notice would render the operator liable to prosecution under the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 

The Authority will consult and inform complainants of results of investigations and actions taken.

Informal Guide for Operators on the Handling of Dusty Materials  in Ports.

A guide to practices which HGPHA expect to see at port operations in order to meet BPM requirements of the Environmental Protection Act 1990.

Legal Background

Under Section 79 (as amended) of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 Statutory Nuisance is defined as;

 (1) Subject to subsections (2) to (6) below, the following matters constitute "statutory nuisances" for   the purposes of this Part, that is to say—
(a) any premises in such a state as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance;

(b) smoke emitted from premises so as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance;

(c) fumes or gases emitted from premises so as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance;

(d) any dust, steam, smell or other effluvia arising on industrial, trade or business premises and being prejudicial to health or a nuisance;

(e) any accumulation or deposit which is prejudicial to health or a nuisance;

(f) any animal kept in such a place or manner as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance;

(g) noise emitted from premises so as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance;

(h) any other matter declared by any enactment to be a statutory nuisance;
and it shall be the duty of every local authority to cause its area to be inspected from time to time to detect any statutory nuisances which ought to be dealt with under section 80 and, where a complaint of a statutory nuisance is made to it by a person living within its area, to take such steps as are reasonably practicable to investigate the complaint.

Best Practicable Means (BPM)

The EPA 1990 requires that in order for a defendant to claim a defence against causing a Statutory Nuisance they must be able to show that they have used best practicable means (BPM) to prevent a nuisance (ie that they have used adequate controls). BPM is defined in S. 79 (9) of the Act thus;

(9) In this Part "best practicable means" is to be interpreted by reference to the following provisions—

(a) "practicable" means reasonably practicable having regard among other things to local conditions and circumstances, to the current state of technical knowledge and to the financial implications;

(b) the means to be employed include the design, installation, maintenance and manner and periods of operation of plant and machinery, and the design, construction and maintenance of buildings and structures;

(c) the test is to apply only so far as compatible with any duty imposed by law;

(d) the test is to apply only so far as compatible with safety and safe working conditions, and with the exigencies of any emergency or unforeseeable circumstances;

The definition of BPM incorporates the need for a balanced judgement to be made on what control measures are needed. The definition says that “practicable” means reasonably practicable and what that means is further defined as taking into account current technical knowledge and potential cost of controls. 

There is much case law on this subject but I believe that the principle remains that there must be a computation by the operator of risk against cost etc in controlling the risk. Any gross disproportion between the nuisance caused and what the operator is doing to prevent/control it should not exist.

Dust Management Plan (DMP)

An effective dust control strategy which meets BPM is not a “back of an envelope” exercise. It is a structured and carefully considered piece of work which takes into account the legal requirements and the UK industry standards. The aim is to produce a comprehensive documented DMP. In some cases specialist consultants may be necessary if sufficient “in-house” expertise does not exist. HGPHA is the legal regulator but are always willing to give advice and could be involved with the production of a DMP.

The basic elements of a DMP would be :-

Element 1

Brief study of the physical characteristics of the material being handled (particle size, density, wetting etc.).

Element 2

Identifying sensitive receptors such as nearby residences and other occupied premises and designing the cargo handling operation to avoid possible nuisance to these receptors.

Element 3
To identify where potential dust problems were likely to arise from each stage of the operation from unloading, transport, storage and final delivery from the port.

Element 4

Deciding whether any of the potential dust problems could be avoided by substitution of the activity by another technically feasible method, for example unloading ships by open grabs is going to produce dust, therefore alternative methods such as using suction, augur or enclosed grabs.

Element 5

The technically viable methods selected as being preferable for dust control need to be evaluated to see if the cost is excessive. The decision on excessive cost has to take into account the nuisance that is likely to result if that method is not used (Bpm allows for this under the definition of practicable). It may be that a method is chosen as being a good one to use but when the operation starts the degree of dust produced is plainly not acceptable and the method has to be modified.

Element 6

To promulgate and agree the chosen system with contractors/own workforce so that everyone involved is made aware of the work practices to be adopted and where a contract is involved to have correct practice specified within the contract.

Element 7

To have a documented system of employee/contractor training and supervision to ensure that the decided methodology in the DMP is being followed. Cutting corners could be attractive to a contractor, for example, where he is providing the internal lorries, by not sheeting the lorries or telling drivers to ignore speed limits etc.

Element 8

To monitor and document the operations to ensure that optimum dust control performance of equipment is maintained. For example, breakdown of a fogging unit in a lorry loading operation in dry conditions may result in dust problems and similarly with torn lorry or stockpile sheets in windy conditions or failure of a road cleaning unit.

Element 9

To monitor sensitive receptor areas to check whether controls actually work. A variety of methods can be used, including regular visual inspection, questionnaires, dust indicator boards, dust measuring devices, etc.

Element 10

To consider weather factors which would exacerbate dust problems, especially wind speed and direction and prolonged dry spells. Decide what limits should be set for working in adverse weather conditions or for using water fogging/sprays when necessary. This implies the use of monitoring equipment for wind speed/direction, rainfall and reliable weather forecasting.

Element 11

To have traffic controls to limit speeds of vehicles on site to reduce entrainment of dust on quays and roadways. It may also be necessary to limit the times of operations. Vehicle exhausts should point upwards not down onto roads, to limit entrainment of dust.

Element 12

To incorporate an effective and reliable communications strategy such that the public and regulators are able to contact and influence the operator in the event of valid complaints.

Element 13

To provide a safe working environment for the workforce in accordance with H&SAWA and other legislation. 

Element 14

To protect the environment ie. Watercourses etc.

Element 15

To meet the specific requirements of regulators including the Environment Agency, HSE and HGPHA.


Conclusion

It is my opinion that an operator who fails to provide a comprehensive documented DMP could be at risk of not being able to demonstrate BPM. 

Should our investigations reveal the existence of a Statutory Nuisance under Section 79 of the Act an “Abatement Notice” under Section 80 of the Act must be served on the person causing the nuisance. There would be a right of appeal but any failure to abide by the terms of the Abatement Notice could result in prosecution by HGPHA.

As previously stated, the preferred approach will always be an advisory one and the hope is that effective controls can be provided without recourse to law.

References:      

1.Guide to the Handling of Dusty Materials in Ports - Impact, prevention and control. £25 plus £3 P&P UK

British Materials Handling Board
19 Chantry Avenue 
Hartford
Northwich 
Cheshire CW8 1LZ

Alternatively e-mail lynflow@btinternet.com
or
Director Tom Taylor at tay4@btinternet.com
2. HSE Information Sheet – Health hazards from dusty cargoes during the loading and unloading of ships.

Laurence Dettman, MCIEH 

Chief Port Health Inspector 

Hull & Goole Port Health Authority

257 Hessle Road, Hull 

HU3 4BE 

Tel: 01482 324776

Website: www.hullandgoolepha.gov.uk                                     April 2010
14.
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Act
The Environmental Protection Act, 1990 and Regulations made thereunder


Permit
A document issued by the Authority permitting the carrying on of an installation, subject to conditions, under the provisions of Part 2 of the regulations..

Authority
Hull and Goole Port Health Authority.


BAT
Best Available Techniques.

            BPM                      Best Practicable Means

            DMP                      Dust Management Plan


Inspector
An officer appointed by the Authority to discharge its functions under Section 108 of the Environment Act 1995.


Installation
This is as the meaning described in Regulation 2.

Offences
Regulation 38 defines offences and sets out the maximum punishment for such offences.  (See also Section 110 of the Environment Act 1995).

Operator
The person who has control over an Installation.

15. REVIEW
                      This Policy will be reviewed by the Chief Port Health Inspector at                           least annually or as necessary to reflect changes to legislation or                              guidance documents and improvements required (Ref: IMP/1,                                DC/1).
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Knowing about regulating pollution where you work
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Regulating pollution

The place where you work is regulated under the Environmental Permitting Regulations.  This is to reduce any pollution the factory or other sort of premises may cause and, in particular, to help improve air quality.

By complying with the regulations, your factory/premises will be reducing its environmental impact.

How it is done

The place where you work – we’ll call it a factory - needs a permit to operate.  The permit will include conditions.  They will say how the factory must be run to minimise pollution.

The Government has published guidance for each type of factory. This says what are likely to be the right pollution standards.  Under the law, the standards must strike a balance between protecting the environment and the cost of doing so. 

In port areas the Hull & Goole Port health Authority is responsible for regulating the factory.  This means that from time to time an officer from the Authority will visit to check the regulations are being complied with.

The Authority must by law have regard to the Government’s guidance.  The guidance can be found on the internet at http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/pollution/ppc/regs/index.htm 

The Authority must also consider local circumstances.

If all goes well

The Authority rates the factory as high, medium or low risk.  This is based on two things.  First, what the environmental impact would be if something went wrong.  Second, how reliably and effectively the permit conditions are complied with.  

If a factory is rated low risk, the Authority charges less for it to be regulated.  Also it means that the environment is being more reliably protected (although sometimes factories can’t reduce their risk level because of the type of work that is done, however well it is managed).
If things go wrong
The Authority has powers if a business doesn’t comply with its permit or operates without one.  

It can serve various sorts of legal notice or take the business to Court.  But the preference is to work with businesses to solve problems, only using tough measures as a last resort.  Authority officers often try to advise on money-saving ways to lower pollution.

Defra is the Government Department responsible for the system in England.  Contact helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk  or telephone 08459 33 55 77.

	What can employees do?

Everyone in a factory can have a role in helping to make sure the permit is reliably complied with, and to minimise the environmental impact of the factory.  

This may just be by following instructions on how to comply with permit conditions.  Or it may be keeping an eye open for possible problems.  Or it could be suggesting ways of improving the factory’s environmental performance.  And don’t forget that ideas for improvements could also save the business some money, such as by reducing waste.


Being sustainable

Saving energy, using less water, reducing waste and other similar actions are referred to as “sustainable consumption and production”.  Another term is “resource efficiency”: doing the same thing but using fewer raw materials.

According to Government figures: 

(  £6.4 billion a year could be saved by UK businesses just by firms taking  resource efficiency measures that cost little or nothing (2007 data)

(  2% of annual profit is lost through inefficient management of energy, water and waste 

(  4% of turnover is spent on waste.

Want to know more?

For the legal side, the law is in the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010.   The Regulations also implement some European Community Directives.

If you want more information about the procedures you will need to read bits of the General Guidance Manual which can been seen at http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/pollution/ppc/index.htm .  

There is all sorts of information and contacts about resource efficiency from Wrap http://www.wrap.org.uk/ 01295 819 900.

Hull & Goole Port Health Authority can be contacted on 01482 324776 or Hullpha@cieh.org.uk
www.hullandgoolepha.gov.uk
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