HULL AND GOOLE PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY

21st September 2010

(The meeting was held in the Guildhall, Kingston upon Hull)

PRESENT:-

Councillors Brady, Barker, Fareham, Fudge, Hornby (substituting for Councillor S Bush), Kitchen, Nicholson, Moore, Regan (substituting for Councillor L Foster) and M Uzzell

IN ATTENDANCE:-

Councillor Overington (Chair of Parish Council Burton upon Stather), J Harrison (Parish Clerk – Burton upon Stather), L. Dettman (Chief Port Health Inspector), C Curtis (Hull and Goole Port Health Authority), A. Gill (Finance – Hull City Council) and M. Rowbottom (Democratic Services Officer).

APOLOGIES:-

Councillors Bush, Foster and, Moore 

	Minute

No.


	Report

No.
	Business

	1427

1428

1429

	(78)


	MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15TH JUNE 2010 – Resolved – 
(a) that minute 1417(b) be amended to read “that the Board passes on its congratulations to Councillor Percy, who had previously represented Hull City Council on this Board, and had since been “elected” as MP for Brigg and Goole”;

(b) That the minutes of the meeting of the authority held on 15th June 2010 having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and correctly recorded and be signed by the Chair.

ISSUE OF LEVIES FOR SECOND HALF OF YEAR 2010/2011 ON EACH AUTHORITY ON 1ST OCTOBER 2010 
The Democratic Services Officer reported that the levies would be issued to the constituent authorities for the period 1st October 2010 to 31st March 2011.

Resolved – that the Clerk be authorised to serve the levies on the constituent authorities for the period 1st October 2010 to 31st March 2011.

BUDGET MONITORING - Ms A Gill, Corporate Finance presented a report informing Members of the Authority’s spending to the end of August 2010 compared to the approved budget and highlighted any anticipated variations to the budget for the full year.

Discussion was held on the need for constructive comments from those advising on reports, the previously agreed levies and the cost of the recently authorised early retirement from the Hull and Goole Port Health Authority.

Resolved – That the report be noted.


	1430
	(79)
	APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHIEF PORT HEALTH INSPECTOR AND PORT HEALTH INSPECTOR - The Chief Port Health Inspector presented a report outlining the appointment of Ms Delahunty as Deputy Chief Port Health Inspector, and the action proposed to address the subsequent vacancy for a Port Health Inspector.

Discussion was held on the vacant Port Health Inspector post, Members view that the advertising of the vacancy should be delayed until after the outcome of the comprehensive spending review was known and the need for Members to be made aware of the risks associated with filling or not filling this post in the future.
Resolved – 
(a) That the Board notes the forthcoming appointment and join with the Chief Port Health Inspector in congratulating Ms Delahunty on her promotion;

(b) that the advertising of the vacant post of Port Health Inspector be delayed for further consideration at the December 2010 meeting and that a risk matrix be included to enable the Board to make a decision on filling the post at that time and the risks associated with the options.


	1431

	(80)
	NATIONWIDE PORT HEALTH MOSQUITO SURVEY - 
The Chief Port Health Inspector presented a report that outlined Hull and Goole Port Health Authority’s involvement in the nationwide port health mosquito survey which was carried out in summer 2010.  The survey was undertaken to identify whether there was an increased risk of infectious diseases from mosquitoes due to landscape changes and climate change.  Several breeding sites had been discovered and samples were sent to Salford University for identification.

Members expressed an interest in receiving the results of the survey once it was concluded.
Resolved – That the Chief Port Health Inspector will forward a copy of the results of the Nationwide Port Health Mosquito Survey to Members on the Hull and Goole Port Health Authority Board.


	
	
	

	1432
1433
1434

	(81)

(82)

(83)


	CONSULTATIONS ON PROPOSED MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE PORT HEALTH DISTRICT – The Chief Port Health Inspector presented a report outlining the major proposals planned within the Authority’s Port Health District.

Discussion was held on the Humber Renewable Terminal planned for Alexandra Dock and Members wish to see this development proceeding in this area.
Resolved – 
(a) that the Hull and Goole Port Health Authority agrees with the view of the Chief Port Health Inspector that there is a need to widen the scope of the Environmental permitting regime, to include products such as biomass, which are increasingly being used and that these concerns be raised with the regional MPs;
(b) that the Board notes the positive aspects of these major proposals and is reassured that adequate representation is being made by the Chief Port Health Inspector on behalf of the Authority.

EU SHIPSAN TRAINET NEWSLETTER – The Chief Port Health Inspector presented the August 2010 Newsletter for information.

Resolved – That the newsletter be noted.

QUARTERLY SUMMARY MAY – MAY 2010 TO JULY 2010 AND STANDBY DUTY CALLS RECEIVED MAY, JUNE AND JULY 2010 – The Chief Port Health Inspector submitted for information the Quarterly Summary for May 2010-July 2010 and the Standby Duty calls received May, June and July 2010.
Discussion was held on the number of British and Foreign vessels inspected and the number of defects identified.
Councillor Barker spoke on the Statutory Nuisances and Noise Complaints with regard to the operator at Kingsferry Wharf at Burton upon Stather.  The enforcement responsibilities for operations at this location were split between several agencies including the local Council and the Port Health Authority.  Assurances were sought that the Chief Port Health Inspector was doing everything that could be done, within his permitted authority, to resolve the issues that were causing problems for residents in the area.
The Chief Port Health Inspector confirmed and gave a firm assurance that he had been very active in dealing with this case, within the legal powers that he had, had provided advice and had taken prompt action as problems had arisen with this operation.  Breaching of the conditions of a permit, once granted, was a prosecutable offence and this action would be considered by the Chief Port Health Inspector in consultation with the Clerk to the Authority and in accordance with the Authority’s Enforcement Policy should there be evidence that the permit for operations at Kingsferry Wharf had been breached or a Statutory Nuisance be found to exist. Full communication and liaison with all parties, including the local MP, North Lincolnshire Council and Burton upon Stather Parish Council had and would continue to take place.
Resolved –

(a) that residents in the Burton upon Stather area be informed of the remit of the Chief Port Health Inspector and of the action he has taken so far;

(b) that the local Councillors and MPs be lobbied to put forward plans to increase the legislative powers available to the Chief Port Health Inspector by extending the Environmental Permitting requirements to other dusty materials to enable him to take the action that residents are asking for as it was felt that the law of Statutory Nuisance was in many ways inadequate and difficult to enforce;

(c) that consideration be given to a public meeting being held regarding operations at Kingsferry Wharf involving all interested parties i.e. the local MP, the local Council, the Wharf operator, residents and the Chief Port Health Inspector, to allow resident’s concerns to be put forward and clarity given on where responsibility lies for all aspects of the operation of the Wharf;

(d) that Members are content that the Chief Port Health Inspector has taken all necessary action that are within his power at the present time;

(e) that Members of the Hull and Goole Port Health Authority will receive an update to the next meeting on progress with this issue.
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